The Problem of Evil

1. God is good.

2. God is omnipotent.

3. There is evil.

a. Moral Evil

b. Natural Evil

If God is good, but not omnipotent, He would like to stop evil, but cannot.

If God is omnipotent, but not good, He could stop evil, but chooses not to do so.

Moral Evil is caused by the Will, divine, devilish, or human.

Natural Evil encompasses all those things so blithely called “Acts of God.”

Theodicies, some possibilities

1. God’s will is unknowable; Man does not have the skill/right to judge.

2. Evil is “just” punishment.

3. Evil is just punishment.

4. There is no evil, only lesser goods.

5. This is the best of all possible worlds.

6. Free Will is such a great good that it overrides any evil it might cause.

7. Evil is punishment for Original Sin.

8. Evil is an illusion. 

9. Suffering teaches. 

10. Evil is a test.

11. Evil is Purgatory on Earth.

12. Evil purifies. 

13. [Non-Judeo-Christian] Evil is necessary for the balance of karma.

14. Evil is the work of the Devil. 

The term theodicy comes from the Greek théos (meaning "god") and diké (meaning "right" or "just"), meaning literally "the justice of God." The term was coined [in an essay] in 1710 by the German philosopher Gottfried Leibniz. [It] was to show that the evil in the world does not conflict with the goodness of God, that, indeed, notwithstanding its many evils, the world is the best of all possible worlds. [http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theodicy#Origin_of_the_term]
